One of the theories of Paleo-Indian migration from Asia to America (Chard 1963) proposes that the most probable route was along the coast of the Sea of Okhotsk through Japan, Kamchatka and the Aleutian islands. To study the problem of New World population origins, we are attempting to correlate archaeological sites in this region. Our aim is to examine connections of the earliest cultures of the Far East and Siberia with the cultures of Sakhalin, the Kurile Islands, Japan and America.
Until recently, the Kurile Islands were little studied, and were missing from discussions of the Pacific Ocean cultures (Vasilevskiy 1975) . Though excavations began at the end of the 19th century, Kozyreva (1967) initiated systematic archaeological research of the islands. More recent studies have provided new information regarding ethnographic and chronological correlations of the Kurile Islands and continental cultures. Steshenko and Gladyshev (1977) and Golubev (1989) recognized Neolithic, Okhotsk and Ainu periods in the region. Despite the great amount of material collected by the beginning of the 1980s, the chronology of the cultures of the Kurile Islands was little known because of the paucity of 14C dates for the area.
The chronology of site occupation in the Kurile Islands and Sakhalin is based mainly on typological and stratigraphic correlations with cultures of Hokkaido, Japan. Samples for 14C dating were collected from Sakhalin.
14C analysis was conducted in the Novosibirsk (SOAN) and Magaden (MAG) laboratories; results were published by Shubin and Shubina (1984 Figure 1 shows site locations. Charcoal and human and animal bones collected for 14C dating were analyzed by liquid scintillation counting at the laboratory of the Institute of the History of Material Culture (LE) for 30 min. Because the samples were collected in a volcanically active region, they were treated first with standard (acid-base-acid) treatment with HC1 and NaOH, and then with HCl-HNO3 (3:1) solution for 30 min.
Most samples were collected from Iturup Island, where many settlements in different parts of the island were investigated. Previously, the earliest date was 4220 ± 160 BP for the Kasatka settlement Zaitseva, Markov and Knorozov 1989) , but 1988 excavations provided a sample from the Yankito settlement, which dated to 6980 ± 50 BP, the oldest result. Therefore, the Neolithic chronology of the Far East islands needs correction, because Neolithic sites on Sakhalin were once considered the oldest (Vasilevsky 1989). 508 G.1. Zaitseva et al. 
